N-acyl-N-alkyl-sulfonamide anchors derived from Kenner's safety-catch linker: powerful tools in bioorganic and medicinal chemistry.
In 1971 Kenner et al. introduced the safety-catch principle into solid phase peptide synthesis. Thus two contradicting needs were addressed. On the one hand, sufficient stability of the linker substrate bond to impede hydrolysis or similar side reactions, on the other hand mild chemical conditions allowing for unscathed liberation of the precious products. Over the years this linker type emerged in several different chemical disciplines and nowadays it presents a useful and broadly applicable tool. Recent advancements and applications based on Kenner's safety-catch linker are reviewed.